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Preparing Victoria’s coast for climate change  

Welcome to Issue 4 of the Future Coasts 
newsletter.  This issue looks at the recent 
milestones of the Future Coasts Program, and 
highlights some of the key activity in coastal 
and climate change policy areas. 
 
Future Coasts Program Update 
The past four months have been significant 
for the Future Coasts Program, with a number 
of key milestones being met.  
 
Since the last newsletter, the Future Coasts 
Program has been reshaped to clarify the 
direction of the three projects within the 
program: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Science and Modelling Project 
The collection of the bathymetric (sea floor) 
digital elevation modelling (DEM) commenced 
this month, with the contract awarded to Tenix 
LADS Corporation.  The data collection will 
continue until mid-Autumn, with the first batch 
of processed bathymetric DEM to be 
delivered in the second half of 2009.   

 
A 3D representation of the bathymetry of 

southern Port Phillip Bay  
 
 
 

The bathymetric DEM collection and processing 
is a lengthy project – with additional time then 
required for quality assurance and further data 
processing by DSE’s Coordinated Imagery 
Program.  Even with fine weather for flying, the 
final results of the modelling are not expected 
until early 2010. 
 
The terrestrial (land-based) DEM was collected 
over the previous summer, and data processing 
and quality assurance is almost complete for the 
entire coast.  As data is collected and processed 
it is being made available to stakeholders.  The 
terrestrial DEM will be launched early in the New 
Year. 
 

 
A 3D representation of the terrestrial DEM for 

Phillip Island 
 
 
The terrestrial and bathymetric DEM data sets 
will be used as a basis for inundation and 
erosion modelling for sites along the Victorian 
coastline.  Modelling of storm surge, inundation 
and erosion will inform preliminary assessments 
of the coastline’s physical vulnerability to climate 
change impacts.  This will be used to produce a 
spatial representation of coastal vulnerability to 
sea level rise. 
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